NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (W.A.)

HISTORIC PLACES ASSESSMENT FORM
BUILT ENVIRONMENT / LANDSCAPES AND CONSERVATION

1. IDENTIFICATION f LOCATION
Current Name of Place SUNSET HOSFITAL (from 1943)

FormrerfChlier Names TNVALID DEFOT (in 1872 prior to relocation o the presant de) ihen the OLD
MEN'S HOBE

Postal Address of Property Mo, Birdwood Parde Street DALKEITH IHsirict
Local Government Authority City of Mediands  Title Details:  Feserve A 1667

Map Relerences 12100000 Map Name Gril Relerences
Latiude 32°0°'2"5 Lengitude 115" 48" 02"E

Original Owner Government of Westem Australia

Current Owner's Name Health Department, Government of Western Australia

Current Oecopant Health Department

Architect/Desigmer  Hillson Beasley, Chief Architect, PW I3 Builder

Prominent Associated Persow's Albert Rust, Admimstrtor, Padbury famaly as benefactors.,

Construction Date Commenced 1904, completed 1906, Transportable constructed circa 189G probahly
relocged here after 1906, AlterationAddilions Date Vamous

Original Use Old Men's Home Carrent Use Old People's Home, Hosted (o elderly people and the
permanently incapscrLated.

Conservation Recommendations : Imially an aschasological examination of fhe site and the
surreunding fands as part of the sudy precinel is required, followed by a conservalion plan contamng 2
anagement plan, (o sddress the existing fabric of the buildings, landscape and site funciions.
Caomtemplation of any change 1o the governance of this complex should Ingger the above process ac the
VEry minimum reqoirement

Heritage Infegrity (¢ any subsequent changes which may have affected histonic values)

THE GROUNDE: The evolution of management and work practices such as the transitson (tom self
sufficiency dug o isclation have resulted in the development of sesthetic gardens in place of the onginal
In addibion, the abardonment of relianse on river transport in Favour of romd access 15 a changes whach
may have confribuled siznificant changes to the focus and vse of the grounsds. Elements witknn the site
such as the Padbury bookoul, significant trees and so on remmn ag mmportant markers of the early
development,

THE BUVLDIMNGS: The banldings and lecilities are generally in excellent condition considering the age
al the complex. The henlags integnty s largaly antact with the exeeption of some recent alleralions 1o
sepvaces and accommedstion resdting from changes in practices and clicnicle accommodated by this
institution. as well as uperaging some facilitics The majority of the built comples 15 intact

Extent of Assessment (ic specific elements incheded i assesameant)

THE GROUNDS: Tnclsding all of the area contained in the Beserve 1667 9547, The area fo e south
confained by a ine extendang the Fris Avenee boumdary fo the fver alignment then eastwards some 370
metres arsd relumied north G the original reservation contains the hot pool remnants and i= the site of the
oniginal jetry and iz considered o have ﬂgml’n:-..ﬂ.nt associglions with the s

THE BUILINGS: Al buildings on site prior to 1910 are included in the assessanent together with the
hozpital building dating from 1927, Of considerable sgnilicance is the "Bumgslow®,

Type af Assessmvenat (i@ a place, group, precinct, strestscape, conservetion ares Le)
CORSERVATION AREA



2. STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

sgrohilectiorald technical accomplishment
The complex is & fine example of a 1904 residential institution designed o reflect the perceved needs of
the inmates. manifest in the unity of the materials, in use the execution of the layout, the low scale profile
of the complex, attention 1o natural ventilation through design regimes and placement of components.
Segn a8 & transition rom the former AMount Eliza Depod, the complex is nol austere, it a chamciensic
aceomplishrent of the architect.

*damonstration of & way of life, cuslom, process or funciion
The complex provides a direct link to early forms of pedliative care in Westem Australia g well as o
methods of dealing with the poor. 1t has evolved from a degree of self sufficiency into a hosgetal foe the
Trail aged in the modern idiom.

=historical significance of development of culiwral phases; association with important figures
The long association that this institution has had with the susrounding residential area, and the part it s
played in the development of social health and welfare of the &ped in regional and national ferms for over
a century 1§ being recognised. The buildings and site are of sipnificance,

*anvirommental importance; fownsedpe or landecape value; Mgh degree o wnity of seliing
THE BITE
The site i seen as & regionally significant component of the zone interface between the PrOgessive
estuarine landscape and the northern shoreline and lifT fommation. The site iz generally intact relevant to
its original profile although the waterline of the river has been comsiderably modified, a (acwor which does
ot detract from the contemporary visual significance. The infusion of exolic species is seen 3 an
harmanious supplement of the remnant natural landscape of the clifftop esivirans from the riverine specl
Fn terms of streetscape, the open pleasant verdant site melds comfortably i the suburban context &s a
signaficant open space.
THE BUILDINGS
The restrained use of vemmacular wall materials in the original construction engenders considerable visual
unity and infegrity complemented by green iron roofing o the magor elamenls linking verandahs by
means of covered ways, The buildings on site mekd into the suburban context in terms of sequental
and scale as @ form of punchiztion between the important residential assels o the east and west.
The loss of this marker, or ill considersd change could detrimentatly affect the suburi.

*selentific [ archeeslogical imporiance
It is considered that the site has the potentiad t yield considerable materizl through general research as
weil a5 archaeological scruting and is therefore of significimee.

*educarionaliresearch valiee
The ste contsine historic elements, and associghions of elements which display methods of survival and
development of a community purposely removed from the mainstream of Buropean cullure el Perth at the
beginning of the 20th Century. The planaing, in a military vemacular, articulales a common ingtifwtion of
thig type while itz subsequent modsfications illustrate the changing role of the land and vse of the
COMmpies.

®soctal significence
The turn of the century was & turbulent period for Western Ausiralia, following the influs ol popubation
for the gold boom, the bank crash and consequent social disruption. The need for the InShllstion Was
demonstrated, and finance provided. The significance of this comprehensive Facifity m period context is
rcet gigmificant.

*gcarcity value, a particularly fine (or wrigis) .
THE SITE: Whilst the ste has clearly undergooe 3 mesmedphas m werms of size and ulilisation from
the criginal concep, it serves og a mre form of marker to preserve a fociprint of the early Munction carried
Ml £ gila.

THE BUILTINGS: The buildings are a fine exampie of the sarly 20th Cenlury concept for restdential
care resulting from community concem [or the welfurs of the poor, the aged and the inlrm. There are
few purpese designed complenes remaining, stll utilised for bagcally the same funchion as oniginally
envisagsd.



The teed character of the site conlrasts with a more urban landscape to its west, while blending with the
natural skyling o the east. The main visual elements of this site seen {rom the more distant viewpoints
are the dense and rounded canopy of the fig trees, the building rooflines, verandahs and covered ways,
and the vertical contrast provided by the pines from which the blending of the predominantdy green fues
froen the foliage, lawng and rooling create a well established and mature appearnce.

The site is bordered by clumps of mahsre trees most of which are not partieularly unusizl, but have
develnpad into excellent examples in cultivation. Sugar gums Becalypius cladocalys are now substantial
trees on this site and are located in significant stands along Birdwood Pamde for example, and as solated
elements throughout the gardens.

The change in clientele and work practices has lead to a general evoluticn of the sile which developed
from an isolated somewhat sell-sufficient institution orginally boasting modern buildings and services,
ifitey an estahlished yet antquated hospital, isolated from similar instituies in & primanly suburban
prscimet.

TYFE OF LANDFORR:
Cnastal limestope and sand commonly named Tamada limestone, accompanicd by Swfery Bay Sands.

TYPE OF VEGETATTON:
Jarrah [ She-oak woodlands

SPECIAL FEATURES:
Steep liff Tine slang a fareshare that has been built out ino the shallows of the Swan River,

THE BUILIARGS:

To the degign of Hillson Beacley, buildings 1o houss 400 inmates was commenced in 1904, basically of
glone conetruetion with cormugated galvanised iron roofing. Limestiooe [or the constraction was won fTom
the nearby quarry al Point Resodition. As the river was still considesed a viable means of iransport, &
90m jetty and shelien{sinee demelished) was incloded. The two storey hospital building at the eastern end
of the complex wag added later.

Accommodation included three residential ward buildings each around a central ablution facility,
administration, kitchen, dining, laundry, nurses home, superindendent’s residence and morluary. One ol
the three ward blocks was used as an hospitel. The wards were heated by Litthe Gianl' cast I Floves.

The service budldings are of considerable interest &= lasgely intact shells relaining a number of
architeciural elements typical of the time. Signilicant among these is the extemal and internal detail of
the dining biock, the mortuary (now perhaps unformmately painted extemally) and the laumdry Facility.

Alwer the complex was completed, a timber framed weatherboard and iron building known &=
thehungalow' was removed from its original ste at the foot of Mount Eliza, It was transported by horse
and dray in sactions o the new 22 acre location then known 2= “The Old Mens' Home®. For many years
the building housed the aleobolics and the rowdier inmates of the institution. The floor was added muoch
later. The structure is =till sound, and used &5 a eraft centre. Research 1o verily its provenance should be
commissioned,

For detziled information on the interim alterstions and sdditions 10 the buildings, and the hospital, refer
0 the Appendiz.

O great sigmilicance al the ime of inspection {19590) was the cinema propéction (acitity in the dining
room complete with [iings together with the upturmed cup in saucer cxactly as the projectionist had fefl
it when the equipment was last veed. It is understood that the cirema projection equipment has recently
been remaved for dorage elzewhere.



Commitlee Recommendation  Classification CEC, Jupe 1991: L & C, May 1993

Council Eecommendation

Crwvmer advised Date

Lacal Authority advised

Australian Hentage Commission Form completed and sent

Intennm Listing Date Accepted on Mational Estate Kegister

MOTE L

Date

Date

= ;F--‘"FPS,

*The Municipal Inventory of the City of Ne®ands Stage 17, May 1991 includes Sunset Old Mens Home
mclisding ‘internal and external portions of hwldings extant in 1991 from the orginal stone construction
and including timber "Bungalow®, stone administration/olfice, laundry, mortuary, kitchen, dining, (with
later interior additions). nurses quariers, superintendent's residence and ward buildings Al-A4, B1-B4,

C1-C4 and Inter hospital block, all landscaping, fencing, planting and not incheding later addilionz to

wamds.'

MOTE Z:

O 19th July [972 as a result of 4 request by the L & C Comiltee the buildings of Sunset Hospital were

inspected by some members of the Built Bnvironment Commi e {now the Cultural Environment

Commitiee) of the National Trust, and the following note was recorded on the Trust Files -

"It was agreed that the buildings wese not equal in quality ko the comemporary budbdings of the
farmer asylum, now Swanbearma Hospital. Most suffer from the unsympathetic additons for
current use - ey the red brick lavatory block in the centre of the verandah in front of the stone
Tagade of most of the buildings. The two wands which are the least altered stand immediatety
behind the Padbury Look-oul with its magmificent moseton bay fig trees
Mome of the buildings sre recommended for classilication by the BEC."

Teominator Assesment Team (ame, addresses and conlact oo, )
[ Kedsall, 67 Riley Road, Dalkeith. 386 2655
I Poalton, 22 Palmerston Strest, Mosman Park 383 4408
I Vigka and & Clegs.

Dhaale
June 1551
May 1593



Sgpesthplic imporiance
SITE: The grounds are an attractive setting for the ins@inmion, being well maintained and matwe in
appearance with a variety of mature trees, shrubs and expansive lawns assisting to bind the buill form
into a relaxed, well established institution that exudes a whalesome atmosphere. The appearance from
early photos furthers this appreciation, suggesting not anly contiguity with that concepl, bt that “Sunset”
has remaimed a small community exhibiting the clean well manicured appestance of & self-respecting
oW,

*rarrealional imporfance )
SITE: The grounds provide a large expanse of public space available to patients, while the fonshore
originally pant of the complex is well used by the public, and aow reserved principaily for that purpose.

*liversity of specier and Commemily
SITE Rernnant bushland in the vicimity of the eliff provides a #irip af labitat that adpoins mone
substantial and virtually conlinons reserves extending eastwards slong the foreshore towards Perth, and
westwards, The well established landscape throughout the complex is attmetive (0 a variety of birds thal
mest in the s .

* palurainess
SITE: The complex siill appears to echo the perspective developed by Hillson Beasley, the landscape
having matured to improve his concepd even funber.

*fragility
STTE: The boundaries of the complex have been physically diminished over the years through vanous
external developments such a8 local urban expansion and increasad municipal admamsirton of adjolning
lands, concentrating the services provided by the Hospital 1o a point whene Turther reduction may EEEE
& heavy burden on its existing character. Furthermore, the changing nalure of health care, and
specialisation of other instiures in catering for public health hae impinged on Che need For institutions
such as Sunset Hospital' , redefining origial services where appropriate, and / or replacing them with
modem alternatives that may be available at other locations. Therefore while the original lnclions are
essentially being continued, dwre i a series of amendments caused through numerous and varied changes
which huve inereased the Tragilicy of this complex

*posirion in an ecological or peographical wnit
SITE: The size of "Sunsst Hospital’, #nd its proximity 1o the river, creates a significant part ol both the
local Dalkeith scclopeal and peographical environmend, fmﬂ-:nilmz the mature Jandscgpe provides a
valuahle habital in conjuncticn with adjacent areas,

3. CONSERVATION RECOMMENDATIONS
See Conservation Recosnmenciations abave,

4. HISTORY

THE INSTITUTION

Around 1870, the 14th Regiment vacated the "Depat” at the base of hMount Bliza near where the Kennedy
Fountain is today. The uildings were fitted out as an asylum for old and incapable male paupers. [t was
called the Poorhouse. The Institstion was run from 1869 - 1887 by Mr and Mis Dewiz. On M Dewis’
death John Price Waids became Master, his wife the cook, and Mrs Eliza Speers the Matron. Wade refired
in 1909 to be succeaded by Albert Rust in 1910,

Asgislance with renming the establishment was undertaken by the Tuppenny Orderlies’, the able bodied
inmates, They worked in the kitchen and laundry, and with general nursing in the hospital. From the
cutset, the reward For these services was acklitionad rations, and later by payment of 24 (Tuppence) per
day. The last of the men b receive this reruneration died in May 1980,

One of the buildings added 1o the Depot in 1396 was constructed o a design for Portable Pos Offices
and erected at the Old Men's Depot. This information is ansotated on a sel of working drawings Folio
4437 on sheet 4091 held &t the Battye Libracy.



AL fhe erd o 1904 there were 795 men in the old bome and the average daily occupancy durimg the year
was 515. Tn the Report for the year 1904 (V & P 1905 Vel 1, Paper Mo 4) of the Superintendent of Public
Charities, it is staled that the Clarement buildings (in course of ersction) would be ready by the end of
1005, Dietails of theso first new buildings are given in the extract below from the PWI Beport for P304
(Soarce Batiye Library).
1 Locality Plan 1904 {W R Lakey, Contrachor) includes Wards A & B, Inlirmary,
Kiichens, Laundries ete. Also shows site of Point Resolution (oamics FPWI 10874
(C2405).*
2 P W I 12172 - Block Plan shows use allocated o buildings in %905,
3 BW I 13104 (c3203)* Locality Plan, Site Plan ete. Contractor, W Atkins.
= Coitract Numbers- copies of contracts are available in the Archives.
(bd Lukds 1206/8Z)

THE ADRMNISTRATORS OF SURSET
1906 - PR John Price Wade was hMaster, his wife was the cool

1910 - 1938 Albert Rust Ses also the sttached Appendix summearised from “Sunset Hospital, its history
arnd (imetion®

st eased the regimentation and formality of the institution, removed the gates, eaged the reles on o
wariety of matters inchsding the need for uniforme for the staff. He worked tirelesdy for the insbibnon
raiging funds for the new hospital, library books, radios, film projection booth, stage for concerts, and o
on. In 1924 a broadeast listening station was officially opened a2 the home. Live concerls were
encouraged.

Sources include "Sunset Hospital. Tts Fistory and Function®, by Ann T Whyniie

5. DESCRIFTION

THE SITE

The location is riverside land extending abong the south cast boundary of the suburtr of Dalkeith, and
includes gently wndulating hills and Himestone clifTs that [all towards the nver aifjacent o an area Known
as Armstrong Spit, adjoining Melville Waters to the south.

The site is now partially bounded by Birdwood Parade to the north, Iris Avenoe to the west with bushland
to the cast. Beasley's original perspective skeich has a site plan indicating that the onginal reservalion
extended northwards to Bestrice Boad along Iris Avenue (then Brown Road), and only as a7 as Success
Foad 1o the exst. This oniginal east boundary has since been oxtended al some stage considesably
eastwards to provide land for the 1927 hospital addition. Success Road does nof now exast. The sarme
perspective shows @ peth and jetty in the river again indicating the exteat of reciarmation of the river in
this viciniry.

Tree species remnant of the ceiging] vegelation are prevalent on this site, tending 10 be more COMMOR
towands the north eastemn sector. Some remaant bushland is sl appareat on the slopes of the elifl now
bounding the hospital on the river side, and featurcs healthy examples of mecs and shrubs common o the
regiom such as wart, marn, jamah, with grass trees, wattles and scacia species dotted throaghout the
prec nel,

Little remains of the ongiesl agriculteral areas wsed o supply the complex with food, these having all
been resumed as part of the now {aesthetically} landscaped site. Evidence exists howeves, [0 support thi
location of some areas that wese cultivated, one such example being remnant g trees from the orchard.
There is a wealth of archacalogical sites that could be studied in the area to Selermine past activities
some of which are eviden! through the remains of buill stroctores and modification of e landscape.

The site was fenced Trom the outset with pickets Lo restrain the inmates, Hot water was derived from 2
3,01 metre deep artesian bore, the casing of which cracked i the 1920s. The Hol Pool was Tormed &= a
resuil. This waz filled in aroumd 1950,

Viewsd from distant locations on the Swan Fiver and 115 southern shores, the prominent clifftop bospstal
is deminated by large trees, particularly nodolk isled pines Araucaria heterophylia and also a prowp af
moreton bay Nigs Fices macrophylla. Only a portion of the building complex is clearly visible from dhe
sives side. The word- SUNSET - constructed of white painted concrete laid on the embankment leading
from the river to the hospital iz a clear landmzark that can be seen from across the nver



